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PROJECT SUMMARY 

To support science and innovation, a lasting operational model for e-Science is needed − both for coordinating the infrastructure and for delivering integrated services that cross national borders. 

The EGI-InSPIRE project will support the transition from a project-based system to a sustainable pan-European e-Infrastructure, by supporting ‘grids’ of high-performance computing (HPC) and high-throughput computing (HTC) resources. EGI-InSPIRE will also be ideally placed to integrate new Distributed Computing Infrastructures (DCIs) such as clouds, supercomputing networks and desktop grids, to benefit the user communities within the European Research Area. 

EGI-InSPIRE will collect user requirements and provide support for the current and potential new user communities, for example the ESFRI projects. Support will also be given to the current heavy users of the infrastructure, such as high energy physics, computational chemistry and life sciences, as they move their critical services and tools from a centralised support model to one driven by their own individual communities.

The objectives of the project are:

1. The continued operation and expansion of today’s production infrastructure by transitioning to a governance model and operational infrastructure that can be increasingly sustained outside of specific project funding.
2. The continued support of researchers within Europe and their international collaborators that are using the current production infrastructure.
3. The support for current heavy users of the infrastructure in earth science, astronomy and astrophysics, fusion, computational chemistry and materials science technology, life sciences and high energy physics as they move to sustainable support models for their own communities.
4. Interfaces that expand access to new user communities including new potential heavy users of the infrastructure from the ESFRI projects.
5. Mechanisms to integrate existing infrastructure providers in Europe and around the world into the production infrastructure, so as to provide transparent access to all authorised users.
6. Establish processes and procedures to allow the integration of new DCI technologies (e.g. clouds, volunteer desktop grids) and heterogeneous resources (e.g. HTC and HPC) into a seamless production infrastructure as they mature and demonstrate value to the EGI community.

The EGI community is a federation of independent national and community resource providers, whose resources support specific research communities and international collaborators both within Europe and worldwide. EGI.eu, coordinator of EGI-InSPIRE, brings together partner institutions established within the community to provide a set of essential human and technical services that enable secure integrated access to distributed resources on behalf of the community. 

The production infrastructure supports Virtual Research Communities − structured international user communities − that are grouped into specific research domains. VRCs are formally represented within EGI at both a technical and strategic level. 
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This document is a report on the work plan of the regionalisation process of the operational tools that needs to be addressed by the WP7. The upcoming functionality is presented here.
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A complete project glossary is provided in the EGI-InSPIRE glossary:
http://www.egi.eu/results/glossary/. 
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<< The text should provide a summary of the full report so that the reader can ‘in a page’ understand the problem it has been written to cover. This includes an overview of the background material and motivation for the report, a summary of the analysis, and the report’s main conclusions.>>
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The regionalisation of the operational tools is an activity that started and was very much developed during the EGEE-III project. For some of the tools, this activity took longer than expected and is being continued within EGI’s JRA1.
The status of the regionalisation process is fully described in the ‘Operational Tools Regionalisation Status’ EGI’s milestone [R1], covering the following tools:  the Operations Portal [R2], GGUS [R3], GOCDB [R4], the Accounting Repository [R5], the Accounting Portal [R6], the Service Availability Monitoring Framework [R7], the Metrics Portal [R8] and the Regional Dashboard [R9].
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The initial version of the regional accounting portal is already available. Currently several NGIs have expressed their interest in deploying a regional instance of the regional portal.

During the following months the installation scripts will be improved making easier to deploy the portal. Additional improvements will be incorporated based on the feedback from the candidate NGIs. New functionalities incorporated into the central accounting portal will be ported to the regional accounting portal.

In the future the regional accounting portal will use the new accounting infrastructure based on Messaging [R10]. This new accounting infrastructure allows greater flexibility to configure regional accounting repositories. Several modifications are foreseen in the regional accounting portal to support ActiveMQ [R11].

Besides the regional accounting portal a country view is offered in the central accounting portal that allows NGIs to review the usage in their region. This view will be continuously improved based on NGI feedback.

The roadmap for the accounting portal is the following:

	Release date
	New functionalities

	Dec 2010
	Improved installation support
GOCDBPI-V4 support

	March 2011
	New improvements based on NGI feedback

	June 2011
	ActiveMQ support
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The are currently no regionalization plans for the Metrics Portal.

[bookmark: _Toc268169481]monitoring infrastructure

The monitoring infrastructure based on Nagios [R12] and Messaging is already completely regionalized, as described in the EGI-InSPIRE milestone MS401 [R1]
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