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	General comments:  

This document provides good insight on the status and evolution of the EGI software provisioning process. 

What the document is missing is a more detailed discussion of the lessons learned during the first two years of the project and a clearer presentation of the rationale behind the major changes introduced in the software provisioning process. Here are some issues that I have with the document in its current form:

- UMD aims at reducing the number of releases. This will have impact on how fast fixes and new functionality reach the production infrastructure and seems to be in contrast with the request for a faster release process coming from many EGI key customers. Why? The document should clarify this.

MDavid: I have clarified this in the MS: Basically you have the full spectra, from sites/communities that will never upgrade, to sites/Users that want to upgrade everyday. 

- EAs decide when to do stage rollout of products. This will affect the time spent by products in the “limbo” waiting to be released. What actions do you put in place to avoid releases piling up?

MDavid: I didn’t add any text on this. Given the current release rate, there should not be a pile up of more then 3 versions maximum, though we have made statistics that this is happening less and less with time. But pilling up beyond UMD updates may mean that sites/users are less interested in those new updates, that would possibly lead us to reconsider to support a given component. 

- EA is a voluntary effort and some products are still not covered even if they are deployed in key sites of the production infrastructure (e.g., VOMS Oracle). How EGI is handling this?

MDavid: Text added to the MS: overall things have been getting better, as for example we recently got EAs for LFC Oracle and FTS. Although we have decided not to separate MySQL and Oracle backend services, i.e. we assume until proven otherwise that the service proper functionality does not depend on the backend DB.

- Releases are no more triggered via a release.xml provided by technology providers, but it is unclear how TP will inform EGI of new releases.

MDavid: no text added, currently the EMI release manager participates in EGI operation meetings informing about release schedule (the rate is fixed and known) and contents, SA1.3 participates in EMI EMT meetings, and we keep attention to the  EMI website. For IGE they still continue to open a GGUS ticket with the release.xml.

- Numbers are not provided for some metrics. Were the metrics discontinued? (MSA2.4 and MSA2.6)

ASimon: We have discussed with Michel Drescher to include or not explicitly SA2 metrics in this document. Finally we decided only include the reference and just comment the main changes. SA2 metrics wiki page was included into reference section.
- Some sections provide technical detail that could be too much for a milestone document that should focus on discussing the software provisioning process (section 7.3)

ASimon: It’s true, we have removed some technical info.
Other comments in the revised word document that is sent together with this review report.
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English and other corrections:

Note: English and typo corrections can be made directly in the document as comments.
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