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The Pan-Cancer Analysis of Whole Genomes (PCAWG) project has generated a uniform set of whole genome alignments for over 2800 tumor/normal pairs and is currently engaged in cataloguing somatic and germline variations among the tumor genomes. In addition to genomic data, a substantial portion of the donors have additional supporting omics data including sequenced RNA and arrayed DNA methylation. Eight academic compute centers have contributed to the project, but the overall number of dedicate compute nodes is limited and several research groups require more compute capacity than the academic centres can provide. We have accordingly sought grants of compute resources and engineering expertise from a number of commercial compute vendors and have received positive responses from approximately ten. Members of the PCAWG analysis groups with heavy compute needs are encouraged to contact these vendors and make arrangements to make use of their generous donations of engineering expertise and/or compute capacity.
Rules of Engagement
For PCAWG research groups, we encourage you to follow this protocol:
1. Peruse the vendor information pages listed below to find one or more that meets your needs.
2. Contact the vendor(s) using the contact links posted in the information page and make your request. Because they can be contacted by multiple groups, a vendor may or may not be able to accommodate your needs.
3. Negotiate a bilateral agreement with the vendor in the manner required by your institution.
4. Please keep the PCAWG steering and tech groups informed of your negotiations by dropping an email to project manager Christina Yung.
5. The tech group can provide you with tips on efficiently transferring and using data on several different types of cloud compute systems. Please contact tech team leader Brian O'Connor for more information.
6. You are ultimately responsible for the security of the PCAWG data, and must abide by the ICGC DACO and TCGA dbGaP data usage agreements; this includes deleting data from the vendors' systems once the analytic work is complete.
7. In return for the vendor grant, you must acknowledge the vendor in the manner described in Publicity and Acknowledgements.
For Compute Vendors, here is the basic quid pro quo:
1. You will be contacted by one or more PCAWG research groups seeking grants of compute, storage and/or software engineering assistance.
2. You are free to make a case-by-case determination of whether the request is feasible suitable for your offerings.
3. If more than one group contacts you, you are free to prioritize among them on a first-come/first-serve manner, or other basis.
4. Work with the research groups bilaterally to negotiate contracts, service agreements, or MOUs as required by your company and the research groups' institution. 
5. Your contribution will be publicized as described in Publicity and Acknowledgements.
6. You may not maintain a copy of the PCAWG data on your systems without a separate agreement with the ICGC and TCGA consortia.
7. We require that software developed under these grants be accessible to the academic community for the purposes of reproducing findings. We request (but do not require) that the software be released under an open source license.
Publicity and Acknowledgements
Vendors that participate in this research project will be acknowledged both verbally at conferences and in written form in all major manuscripts communicated by the PCAWG group. Explicitly this includes:
1. Acknowledgements in the main Resource or "Marker" paper that describes the community resources generated by the PCAWG project.
2. Acknowledgements in the paper planned to be written by the technical working group of the PCAWG project that describes the compute information management infrastructure used for the core analyses and for data distribution.
3. Acknowledgements in the primary paper(s) written by the research groups that first publish the data sets generated with vendor assistance.
4. Your logo and link will be placed at the bottom of the PCAWG portal page.
5. Your logo and acknowledgement text will be placed in the acknowledgements slide of PCAWG talks given at major research conferences by members of the PCAWG steering committee, working group leaders, and the individual research groups that benefited from your donation.
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